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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reexamination of the captioned application is respectfully requested. 

A. SUMMARY OF THIS AMENDMENT 

By the current amendment, Applicants basically: 

1 . Editorially amend the specification. 

2. Thank the Examiner for allowance of claims 5-7 and the indication of 
allowable subject matter in claims 2 and 3. 

3. Rewrite claim 2 as an independent claim. 

4. Editorially amend claims 2-5. 

5. Amend the dependency of claim 4. 

6. Add new claims 8-10, which are deemed allowable for same reasons 
as prompted the indication of allowable subject matter in claim 2, etc. 

B. PATENTABILITY OF THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
4,894,764 to Meyer et al. Claims 1 and 4 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,917,25 1 to Schemaim et al. All prior art rejections are 
respectfiilly traversed for at least the following reasons. 

The office action alleges that battery modules 54A - 541 of U.S. Patent 4,894,764 to 
Meyer et al constitute the claimed dispersed power sources, and that line voltage sensor 113 
monitors a power receiving point to shut down the dispersed supplies when voltage is out-of- 
tolerance. The office action particularly relies upon col. 6, lines 42+, which are reproduced 
below for convenience: 



-9- 



1059675 



NAKATA et al 
Serial No. 10/680,212 



AttyDkt: 925-267 
Art Unit: 2855 



A lae voltage sensor 113 k i»terwo.js.ecied b^tweert 
mm&i 110 find the utiiity supply lae, Seasot 118 &eM 
to shM (town sjraitfim SO m rtss^pmrn U> aSss«ac« of liitfe 
; voltage, Sfeq^ency vamMoas which are imt of toler- 
ajttce, or oflier undesirable operating ciisractenstUsj 
$emsd m the iitiEty line. WItIt leataEe it b ej^ared 
tttat voltage is mt stippiied to tisje atiity Hae v?feeR the 
prioitary source of powear to the iiaa ss disamaeeted. 

U.S. Patent 4,894,764 to Meyer et al shuts down its power system when there is a 
problem with utility line 157. Utility line 157 is downstream from the Meyer battery 
modules 54A - 541. Thus, Meyer lacks a teaching or suggestion of a detection peculiarly 
relating to one battery module in turn causing suppression of all battery modules. Meyer 
may shut off all battery modules due to a downstream problem, but noi based on voltage at a 
power receiving point of one dispersed power source among the plurality of dispersed power 
sources exceeding an upper limit. 



Whereas U.S. Patent 4,894,764 to Meyer et al is alleged to anticipate independent 
claim 1, U.S. Patent 5,917,251 to Schemann et al. is alleged to render claims 1 and 4 
unpatentable. The office action particularly notes control 18 of Schemann, and opines that 
control item 18 suppresses the output of power source 23 by a controllable switch 17 which 
is linked to high-voltage-to-low-voltage fransformer 22. The office action alleges that 
control 18 monitors both the DC battery /accumulator voltabe and the network voltage. 



See, e.g.. Col. 5, lines 22 - 28, of Schemann : 

Hie control apparatus 18 coBtfols ihc cootrolkd swiicfi 17 
either into the positioa sfcjwn in the drawing in mM lin^ 

in whicb th<j reclifier 15 is txjnoisct^jd to ttss network 26 or 
mto iht -pmiXkm iMiesied in broken Linesi in wliich the 
jjivssrter i<> is TOQoeclcd to the oehsfork 2^ m place of the 
rectiikr 1.5. lite a>f:uroi apparidiss JJ hi mnmcmi tor this 
p^srpose via a coMrol liise 25 to the c«alrolkd switch 17. 
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See also col. 5, lines 42-51 

L lE^'vv a fX j\ lLi dt^J istt. srtdJciily isi tht iieiwt^k 14. 
Ures Lilt uvruvoikxxulci IJ^, whit^'b Cst« K' Ihc i^uMosiiiars k^ad 
disU'ibutor'. delivem a si^itabie siigtial to the acjnti'ol appara- 
trst: of -iH ctMt ttsm'N 11 vAjiSipi 'd svith -^las d-hv [MWti 
^Ufj ;v ik 23. \U iVh thtu sw'kij iyfi' jK Kkiitki 15 

sN^iik'i 17 ,nC n p'.'ct, nl fi won^c? ihx. M o^i pu' oi ihe 

. ppK.f.iniN Ifi h^s tv;jMKht,i.l j^dtquate stale of 



as well as col. 6, lines 45 - 54: 

'Fhe control apparalns 18 coata>k th^ kWh balance of the 
acctimwlaior 13 and addilionaily monitoi^ vk s. ajntrol lim 
27, the lempes'at.ure of the two-way converter 21, oo wiiicb 
a i«-mperatiire Jscuskw 28 is mounted for this piitpojsie imd 
which feeds the contsxsl line 27. Furthermore, the control, 
apparatu!^ 18 should monitor ibt; eonlrol voUgge level DC 
voltage, the network frequency ami the network voUtgc, the 
condition of the accismoiator using a ctintniiized, rmilti- 
station control system, the weak bad cliargiog smtch m 
timas, thts comptinsittioai chaining and thts like. 

and also col. 8, lines 11-16: 

cxetrol apparatus 18 agdo receives tlie dats fiom the 
jiceiffattJatot 13 via a cotslrol litse 24 and also ih6 contml 
signals froni the netwwk center 19 via a coutioi line 20 and 
fmms it cooirol signal ibr the ctmlrolled switch 17 from the 
received signals, with the- control signal being appliett to Ihe 
cooii-oOed switch 17 via the conit'ol Urn 2S. 

U.S. Patent 5,917,251 to Schemann et al., like U.S. Patent 4,894,764 to Meyer et al, 

fails to teach the monitoring of a single unit at a particular power point associated with that 
unit, but rather monitors further downstream. For these and other reasons, the prior art 
rejections should be withdrawn, and all claims allowed. 
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C. MISCELLANEOUS 

In view of the foregoing and other considerations, all claims are deemed in 
condition for allowance. A formal indication of allowability is earnestly solicited. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the undersigned's deposit account #14- 
1 140 in whatever amount is necessary for entry of these papers and the continued 
pendency of the captioned application. 

Should the Examiner feel that an interview with the undersigned would facilitate 
allowance of this application, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 



HWB:lsh 

901 North Glebe Road, 1 1th Floor 



By: /H. Warren Burnam, Jr./ 

H. Warren Burnam, Jr. 
Reg. No. 29,366 



Arlington, VA 22203-1808 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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